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FORMER CHILD 

SOLDIER 

international recording artist

peace & reconciliation activist

life coach

educator

philanthropist

entrepreneur / owner of Gatwitch 

Records, Jal Gua Super Foods

founder of / Gua Africa charity 

and My Life is Art daily wellness 

practice

"I share my experiences for social, emotional 

learning through the Arts, Business and 

Philanthropy to create conscious global 

awakening." - Emmanuel Jal

from south sudan



EARLY 80'S 
fighting for survival

Emmanuel Jal grew up as a child 

soldier in war torn South Sudan. 

He was eventually rescued by a 

British aid worker Emma McCune 

and smuggled to Kenya where he 

overcame huge obstacles to 

become a successful and 

acclaimed recording artist and 

peace ambassador. 

 

He now lives in Toronto, Canada.



COLLABORATIONS 

on screen & music 

Reese Witherspoon . Alicia Keys . Lauryn 

Hill . Nile Rodgers . Peter Gabriel . Nelly 

Furtado . Ed Sheeran . Darryl ‘DMC’ 

McDaniels . Xavier Rudd . The Cat 

Empire . Amadou & Miriam . Ringo Starr 

. Ellie Goulding . Machel Montano . 

Natasha Bedingfield . Joss Stone . Swiss 

Beats . Vanessa Mdee



AWArds

Vaclav Havel International Prize 

for Creative Dissent 2018

The Desmond Tutu 

Reconciliation Award 2017

Hero in the global campaign 

against violent extremism – 

UNESCO 2016

The Mattie Stepanek Peace 

Prize 2013

UN Peace Keeping Efforts (Bank 

– Ki Moon) 2013

The Hunt Humanitarian Award 

2012

The Dresden Peace Prize 2012

The Common Ground Award 

and Young Global Leader for 

the World Economic Forum 2012 



 

SPEAKER @
TED Global and TED Audacious Ideas with Larry 

Paige Founder of Google, Chris Anderson 

founder of TED, Steve Wozniak, Lauren Powell 

Jobs from Apple

David Cameron former prime minister of UK

Virgin Unite for Richard Branson's private 

retreats

The UN with Secretary General Ban-Ki-Moon 

and Stevie Wonder

The Elders Group with Nelson Mandela, Graca 

Machel, Kofi Annan, President Jimmy Carter, 

Martti Ahtisaari, Mary Robinson, President 

Ernesto Zedillo

Child Soldier’s Initiative w/ Angelina Jolie + 

General Romeo Dallaire

Cinema for Peace with Charlize Theron + Pussy 

Riot

Kruger Cowne w/ Meghan Markle

One Young World with CHER and Bob Geldof

G20

Nelson Mandela’s 90th Birthday

Live Aid

+ MORE



T E S T I M O N I A L S

“The Sudanese ex-child soldier is perfect for festivals circuit” - The Edmonton Journal

“Emmanuel Jal inspires his audience towards seriously contemplating the changes 
that they could make in the world that we live in today. Providing himself as an 
example of how exceptionalism and creativity can manifest itself anywhere in 
anyone, Jal sparked hope in the audience while also being a very entertaining 
speaker.”- THIMUN Foundation, Model United Nations Conference

“When priorities are derailed and our ability to think clearly 
and strategically is often compromised due to nonstop 
demands, My Life is Art provides tools to calm your 
mind, widen your perspective, restore courage and 
integrity. The skills learnt in My Life is Art, will 
positively impact your strategic processing 
abilities, set and achieve goals based on a 
proven plan and face challenges with a clear 
mind supported with substantial content 
and a 360 degree approach!”
Shirley Smith – President of
Buckland Global Trade, Canada



c l i c k  t h e  i m a g e  l i n k s  a b o v e  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  o r  
v i s i t   w w w . e m m a n u e l j a l . c o m

D I S C O V E R G R A P H Y

F I L M  &

D O C U M E N T A R Y

A U T O B I O G R A P H Y

C H A R I T Y  &  B E N E F I T

   C A M P A I G N S
W E L L N E S S

M U S I C  &

L I V E  P E R F O R M A N C E S

http://www.emmanueljal.com/
https://www.emmanueljal.com/films
https://www.wewantpeace.org/
https://mylifeisart.org/
https://www.emmanueljal.com/merch
http://www.emmanueljal.com/
http://www.emmanueljal.com/
https://www.emmanueljal.com/films
https://www.emmanueljal.com/merch
https://www.wewantpeace.org/
https://mylifeisart.org/
https://www.emmanueljal.com/albums
https://www.emmanueljal.com/albums


 

 

BECOME

ENGAGED

the importance of education

gratitude and forgiveness

positive mind set, purpose and social impact

love, courage and faith

overcoming trauma

WORKSHOPS / 

designed to support leaders

own their minds 

find their purpose 

discover their greatest skills and 

talents 

create positive habits and beliefs

increase their mental power 

expand their emotional 

intelligence

SPEAKING HIGHLIGHTS /

through personal story



"When we walk in our purpose with clear, 
defined goals and a burning desire to act; 
success will follow, like a shadow." 
- Emmanuel Jal

Educational Work: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=9c3BqkCUq-w

 

We Want Peace Campaign:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=g1ZEJWVSiEI

 

TED GLOBAL:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=nF_dHdNOgSA

 

Emmanuel Jal Warchild Movie Trailer:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=dIGAaMi73kA

 

Emmanuel Jal Nelson Mandela 

90th Birthday performance:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=4qaM-nLDu84

 

My Life is Art Retreats:

https://youtu.be/s2RladM_Qog? list= 

PLtYkLADGC6bZgfHd4Kbdg3Pk88- 

eURgjt

 

https://youtu.be/s2RladM_Qog?+list=+PLtYkLADGC6bZgfHd4Kbdg3Pk88-+eURgjt


w w w . m y l i f e i s a r t . o r g
w w w . w e w a n t p e a c e . o r g
w w w . e m m a n u e l j a l . c o m

w w w . j a l g u a . c o m
w w w . g u a - a f r i c a . o r g

Tania Campbell-Golding  / tania@emmanueljal.com OR
Caitlin Powell–Bowman  / hellosparka@outlook.com

contact

http://www.gua-africa.org/

